



TOURING THE SHIPYARD. LaVerne Maggle, Stur-
geon Bay and Jannette McArdle, Baileys Harbor, 
two payroll office girls, pause for a few words in 
front of the building at the main gate. Working on 
the railroad would be a pleasure indeed if all the   
train crews were as attractive as  these two. 

One place they had never been 
was beneath a ship. They had 
to duck low as they walked 
beneath the keel on their way 
to the bridge.The girls were 
enjoying themselves all the 
way, but by the time they 
arrived on the Navy side they 
were ready for a nice long stop 
at one of the workers‘ drinking 
fountains.


   Westchester Launched 

   Fifteenth of the 17 cargo ships being con-
structed by Smith’s for the Maritime com-
mission, the Westchester went down the 
ways here Sunday afternoon.

   The 338-foot vessel entered the water 
only a few days before the scheduled 
delivery of the 14th ship, the Washtenaw. 
The Westchester‘s keel was laid March 21, 
nearly two weeks after that of the 
Washtenaw.


YW 129 Today 

   Launching of the YW 129, seventh of the 
fleet of 10 Navy water tankers which the

Smith yard is building, is scheduled this 
afternoon at 5:00. She will be the 88th ves-

sel constructed here for World War II.

   Mrs. John H. Purves, wife of the secretary 
treasurer of the Roen Steamship company 
and past president of the Lions club, will 
christen the YW 129.


Yard Building Ship in 89 Days 
    Setting Great Lakes delivery records for 
AVl cargo ships is getting to be a habit with 
the Smith company and its employees. De-
livery of the Washtenaw (Hull 338), sche-
duled tomorrow, will lower to 89 days the 
time required from keel laying to delivery to 
the Maritime commission.

   That‘s four days less than was required for 
the Traverse (Hull 336|, another Smith ship 
which in turn broke the previous record of 
105 days set in the Tipton‘s (Hull 335), 
construction here. 

   Practice not only makes perfect but also 
speeds things up. The Poinsett, first of the 
AVI class built here, took 328 days, and al-

most every ship has been turned out in 
better time than her predecessor.


JOIN THE BOND PARAD
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 Schedule Picnic,Two Launchings 
              Sunday, June 24 
     Also Golf Tourney, Yacht Races 
    Sunday, June 24, will be a big day for the 
Smith yard and its employees. Events planned 
are a double launching program at noon, an 
employees family picnic at Potawatomi state 
park, a golf tournament, yacht races off the 
park, a band concert, and parade. The ships 
to be launched are the Wexford, 16th AV1 
cargo ship, and the YW 130, eighth of the 
Navy water tankers.

   All employees and their families will be 
guests of the company at the various events. 
The schedule for the day:

  9:00 a.m. - Golf tournament at Lucerne 	 	
	 	 course.

11:30 a.m.- Parade from Eagles club   	     
	 	 corner to shipyard.

12 to 12:45 - Launching ceremonies

1:30 p.m. - Free luncheon at Potawatomi 	
	 	 park.

1:30 to 3:00 - Concert by Smith Employee 	
	 	 band and speeches.

2:30 to 4:00 - Games and contests for 	
	 	 all ages.

4:30 to 5:00 -  Awarding of prizes. 	 	
	 	 Program closing with singing 
	 	 of Star Spangled Banner. 

   Last year the company sponsored picnics 
drew crowds of several thousand employees 
and members of their families. While there are

fewer employees now, a large gathering can 
still be expected.


Smith Shipyard Employees’ Club 
Ends Existence 

    Legal notice of the decision to dissolve the 
Smith Sports club corporation was published 
last week and persons having claims against 
it were requested to present them before June 
15.

   The notice was signed by Garrett Moore, 
president, and Marvin Keller, secretary. The 
club is no longer operating. During the period 
the Smith Sports club was active, it provided


entertainment and recreation facilities for 
hundreds of employees and their friends. 
Many dances were held at the club hall in the

Congress building. 

   A financial report will be published as soon 
as possible.


Beats ‘Gertie’, Robin Builds Nest 
In Crane Boom at Smith’s Steel Yard 
 
   Gertie, the Milwaukee duck of recent fame, 
may have shown good publicity sense build-
ing her nest near a busy bridge, but a robin 
which made her home in the boom of a Smith 
crane, laid eggs there, and stayed on the nest 
even while the crane was swinging around 
deserves the medal for daring.

   Only when the steel sections being lifted 
swing dangerously close to the nest did the

robin leave it.


JOE O’BOYLE, launching superintendent for the 
Smith yard, sits beneath the wheel or propeller of 
an AV1 cargo ship, the Westchester, shortly before 
she was launched. He had to pose for the picture 
for you seldom see Joe sitting down.
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    Arrange Details For Annual Yard 
                Picnic on Sunday 
   Next Sunday, June 24, will be sub-
contractors day at the Smith yard with Mrs. 
Leonard A. Talbot, wife of the local super-
intendent of the Contractor‘s Supply 
company, christening one of the two ships 
scheduled to go down the ways at noon. 
Sub-contractor’s employees day will be a 
whole day of outdoor activity, including a 
picnic at Potawatomi park.

   Mrs. Talbot will christen the YW 130, 
eighth of the Navy water tankers and a 
sponsor not yet chosen will christen the 
Wexford, 16th of the AV1 ships built here.

   Phil G. Smalley has been named general 
arrangements chairman and Frank Cabot is 
serving as co-chairman. A complete list of 
committees for the several events has been 
compi led and p r i zes in cash and 
merchandise, amounting to more than $150 
will be awarded.

   Committee chairmen include: Chris Sprick,

grounds; Wayne Burr, stands; E. A. Wash-
burn, prizes; Hank Pfister, cleanup and labor; 
Leonard Deus, traffic; Marian Writt, First Aid

and children; Leon Collins, safety; Orville 
Prokash, food and refreshments; Clarence 
“Sax” Denamur, band; Earl Nelson, speaker 
system; Enar A. Ahlstrom, publicity; and 
Bernard Lienau, transportation.

  Bus service to the picnic grounds at Pot-
awatomi park will be provided Sunday, buses 
leaving the east side of Sturgeon Bay at 10 
and 11 a.m.; 1 p.m.; 1:30 p.m.; and 2 pm. 
Returning; the buses will leave the park at 4

p.m.; 4:30 p.m.; 5 p.m.; and 5:30 pm. The 
fare will be 20 cents each way with children 
under 12 riding for half that fee. Buses 
making the run will be marked special and 
will start on Third avenue near the shipyard.


Big 4th Program 
   Sturgeon Bay will have a big free celebra-
tion at the fairgrounds on July 4, with poss-
ibilities of harness racing and an airplane


show. There will be baseball, patriotic ad-
dresses, a $500 fireworks show and music by 
the Smith Employee band.


Survey Started To Find Places 
To Store Ships 

The Maritime commission has started a sur-
vey to determine the most practicable meth-
ods for maintaining strategic merchant ships

in “sanctuary” after V-J day.

   A commission is analyzing shipyards in var- 
ious parts of the country to determine yards 
with the best facilities for laying up ships.


Trailer Owners Without Tires 
Face Problem 

   Efforts are being made to obtain special 
consideration for shipyard employees who 
own trailers without tires and find it necess-
ary to “pull up stakes" and leave the city. To 
date the rationing officials have held that they 
could not grant new tires for such trailers.

   Used tires are hard to obtain and seldom 
suitable, especially for large, heavy trailers, it 
is claimed.


USUALLY ship parts sent here from the East 
Coast come by train, occasionally by air 
express, but on rare occasions they come by 
truck. Joe Corbett, a mechanic, shown 
above, and Chester Blanchard, head mec-
hanic for the Ideal Windlass company of 
South Attleboro, Mass., made a 1,298 mile 
trip with winch parts for YW‘s in this truck.
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 Yard Launches 89th, 90th Ships 
  Smith’s yard sent its 89th and 90th 
ships down the ways Sunday noon when 
the motor ship Wexford was christened 
followed by the YW 130.

  They are the sixteenth and eighth ships 
of their class, the Wexford being a 338 
foot cargo ship and the other vessel a 
water tanker for the Navy.

   After the double launching ceremony 
more than 10,000 attended the annual 
company picnic for employees and 
members of their families at Potawatomi 
park. Subcontractors' employees were 

invited, and their part in helping to building 
the large fleet of ships here for the Navy 
and Maritime commission was cited in 
statements issued by President Leathem 
D. Smith and others. Speeches were prepared 
for delivery at the picnic, but the crowd was 
so large and scattered that no attempt was 
made to hold that part of the program.


Deliver 5 Ships To Government 
in Single Month 

    Five ships valued at over six million dollars 
have been delivered this month or will be 
before its end, President Leathem D. Smith

announced today.

   Last of the five to go is the cargo ship West-
chester which will be delivered to the Maritime

mission this week, if the schedule is adhered 
to.  She was launched June 3.

    Others have been the Washtenaw, deliver-
ed June 6, and the YW's 124, 125, and 126 
which were delivered to the Navy on the 12th,

16th, and 23rd.

    Ships launched in June, in addition to the 
Westchester, have been the YW 129 on June 
5 and the Wexford and YW 130 last June 24.


Promise Full Effort to Get  
More Orders 

   Plans to make some bids on a no-profiit 
basis to help carry the company through the 
transition period were disclosed by President 
Leathem D. Smith in a talk prepared for the 
annual company picnic Sunday.


Employees Invest $340,000  In  
7th War Loan Drive 

ON THE WAYS just before she was launched, 
the M. S. Wexford had a clean, impressive hull. 
She was named for a Michigan county.

ARMY-NAVY “E” PINS were accepted by Nor-
bert Ama, Oconto Falls shipfitter, from Lt. 
Cmdr. E. A. Anderson, on behalf of the 
employees Sunday at a ceremony held at the 
launching of YW 130.
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  Four Sturgeon Bay ‘Yards’ Built 
   258 Vessels for World War II 
    Sturgeon Bay's shipyards have launched 
all but a few of the 258 vessels the 
government has ordered from them to date 
in World War II and the months immediately 
preceding America’s entry into the conflict. 
Most of the ships have been delivered and 
are seeing service all over the world. A 
number have been reported sunk.

   Altogether the yards produced a fleet of 
war, cargo, and auxiliary craft costing, with 
government furnished material, in the 
$200,000,000 range.

   Boats and ships were built ranging in size 
from 40 feet to 338 feet.

   There have been tugs, coastal cargo ships. 
subchasers, both steel and wood, gunboats, 
tankers, frigates, net tenders, dredge 
tenders, freighters, retrieving vessels, motor 
tenders, supply vessels, launches, and 
aircraft rescue boats of various sizes.

   Most of the ships have been manned by 
American crews, but some went to our Allies, 
Britain, France, and Russia.

   Contracting agencies are the Maritime 
commission, Navy, Army Engineers, Army 
Transportation Corps, and Army Quarter-
master Corps.

   Compared with the gigantic shipyards on 
the coasts, the Sturgeon Bay yards are small, 
but their job has not been 
un impor tan t . W i thout the 
swarms of boats and small ships 
which inland yards are ideally 
equipped to furnish, the big 
battleships, flat tops, troop 
ships, and cargo vessels would 
be unserviced and unprotected.

   World War II ships built here 
have gone to the ocean via the 
Mississippi river usually, but the 
eastward route to the Atlantic 
has been taken by some of 
them. Not all of the boats went 
by water, a number were small 
enough to leave by flat car.

   


    At the peak employment period, more 
than 7,000 men and women were working for 
the local shipyards: Leathem D. Smith Ship-
building company, Sturgeon Bay Ship-
building and Dry Dock company, Sturgeon 
Bay Boat Works, and Peterson Boat Works 
or subcontractors whose work was done 
within the yards.

   V-E Day did not affect employment. No 
contracts were cancelled as a result of the 
European victory, the emphasis for some 
time having been entirely on production for 
the war against Japan.

   The Smith yard is completing work on 93 
vessels, the Dry Dock yard on 85.  43 were 
produced by the Sturgeon Bay Boat Works 
and 37 at the Peterson Boat Works. Figures 
on the number of ships do not, of course, tell 
the whole story because of the wide range of 
sizes.


ENTERING the canal after a 
trial run on Lake Michigan.  
The ship is the Smith-built

vessel the  Westchester.
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      Ninth YW to Go Down Ways On 
                Saturday, July 14 
   Smith's ninth Navy water tanker, the YW 
131, will be launched Saturday noon, July 14, 
with Mrs. John Legois of Casco as the 
sponsor. names were chosen by lot. She is 
the wife of a machinist in Supt. Henry 
Knopp’s department and one of the sponsors 
whose names were chosen by lot.  Mr. Legois 
has been employed  here since October 19, 
1942. A veteran of Mexican border and 
European service in the first World War, he 
has two sons in uniform one in the Philippines 
and one in radar training in Texas.

    After the 131 goes in, only two vessels will 
remain to be launched, the YW 132 and the 
cargo ship Coastal Liberator, 17th of a series.

   Three of the tankers had been delivered 
Friday and a fourth was almost ready to 
depart after completing her trials. The ships 
are destined for service at Pacific ports where 
they will supply other vessels with water. The 
Smith company has a contract for 10 of them.

   The YW 131 will be the 91st ship launched 
by the Smith yard for World War II. 
Prospects are that one more ship will 
be christened this month and one in 
August. Launching of the ninth tanker 
leaves one vessel to be launched by 
the Maritime yard and one by the Navy 
yard.

  


Eliminate 2nd Shift in Yard 
On Saturday 

   As of 11:30 p.m. Saturday, July 14,  
the second shift will he entirely 
eliminated according to notices 
distributed Friday to the heads of all 
departments by Personnel Director 
Bernard J. Lienau.

   The third shift went out of existence 
May 12. Many of its employees were 
transferred to the first and second 
shifts.  Approximately 700 have been 
working on the second shift.


TAKING A BOW can be done in 
different ways. Mary Jane Brauer, Mrs. 
William Mieler, Ethel Annoye, and Mrs. 
Peter Cihlar of Production Control are 
shown on the bow of one of the 40-
passenger lifeboats. Weighing 6,730 
pounds, not for rowing in the park.

At this time it’s noted in researching the “Port Light” that 
things were slowing down in the Leathem D. Smith 
Shipbuilding company.  To this point I’ve been using front 
page articles and photos.  The yard has gone from a full 
three shifts now down to one as the Port Light has gone 
from 10-15 pages down to less than 8.  So, to finish out, I 
will have to use articles and photos from inside the paper 
starting with the baseball team, of which my father was a 
team member.

Smith Shipbuilders team. lt-rt.:  (front row)   Kenneth 
Kreitzer, Bob Papke, Rov Sell, Norman Henke, and Bill 
Herbst.    (standing)  Dean LaRue, Joe Olecheck, Elroy 
Haack, Charles Honrich, Phil Sardinia, Walter Rospond, 
Russ DeJardine,    (Port Light sports page photo)
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  Repair, Altering Jobs Sought for 
             Smith’s Shipyard 
   Contracts for the conversion and repair 
of Great Lakes vessels are being sought 
by the Smith shipyard, President Leath-

em D. Smith announced at the launching 
of the ninth Navy water tanker, the YW 
131, Saturday noon.  Such work is us- 
uallv done in the winter after the close of 
navigation and before the spring breakup.

    Prospects are good that some jobs will 
be obtained, but there is as yet no way to 
estimate the volume of work.

   Tentative plans have been made to 
christen the last two ships, YW 132 and 
the 17th coastal ship, the Coastal Libera-
tor, at a double launching ceremony early 
in August.

   With abolition of the second shift Satur-
day night, the Smith yard is now on a one 
shift basis and the total number of em-
ployees is down to what it was early in

the present war emergency period, 
around 2,000 including office and sub- 
contractor workers.

    Shipyard employees leaving jobs in 
Sturgeon Bay are encountering no diffi-
culty in locating new work with coast 
yards right on the their trail seeking 
shipworkers to repair damaged vessels. Most 
employees, however, are making adjustments 
involving less travel. "Postwar" plans are 
premature in most cases. but temporary jobs 
are plentiful.


Intend to Take Car to Job Far Away? 
    Employees planning to drive their cars to 
Georgia, California, or Baraboo after leaving 
their shipyard jobs should be aware of a few 
unpleasant facts of life.

    Gas isn't much of a problem if you are go-
ing to a new job at another city. You can get 
prompt action on a special allotment. The

Smith transportation office will give you a 
certificate which can be presented at the 
county ration office. Usually only a few 
minutes are required to make the arrange-


ments.

   Proof of a job requiring your presence at 
your destination is required, they are not 
giving gas rations which will allow you to run 
down to New Orleans and look for a job. You 
also have to give up the B and C rations

which you were granted because of employ-
ment here, but that is required in any case.

   Getting tires for the trip is an entirely differ-
ent story. You hadn‘t better figure on rolling to

New Orleans on new rubber. 


‘Sunset’ Home Units Easier To Rent 
    Vacancies are occurring in sufficient numb-
ers now at Sunset Homes, the community of 
100 individual houses erected by the govern- 
ment at Sturgeon Bay, to make applications 
to rent them worthwhile. For many months the 
waiting list was so long and vacancies so in-
frequent that few had hope of renting there.


SILHOUETTED against the sky. the bow of an AV1 
freighter and the gantry crane suggest what a big 
job shipbuilding is. The crane is one of Sturgeon 
Bay‘s landmarks, visible all over town and for miles 
along the bay.
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MRS. JOHN LEGOIS of Casco christened 
the YW 131 at the Smith yard with the 
traditional bottle of champagne. The 
bottom photo was taken as the tanker hit 
the water.  Her husband, John Legois,  a 
veteran of Mexican border and European 
service in the first World War, has been 
employed  at Smith as a machinist since 
October 19, 1942.  They have  two sons in 
uniform, one in the Philippines and one in 
radar training in Texas.

Adm. Vickery Visits Yard, 
Compliments it on Fine 

Fleet of Ships in War Effort 
    Although he made no public address while 
visiting the yard last Tuesday, Vice Admiral 
Howard L. Vickery, vice chairman of the U. S.

Maritime commission, told company officials that 
he was well pleased with the performance of 
Smith’s shipbuilders in turning out vessels for 
World War II in the last four years.

   Director of the most gigantic construction pro-
gram ever undertaken by any country, the 
admiral gets around to the smaller yards only oc-

casionally. He had inspected the Smith yard early 
in the war. Last week's trip was made with Rob-
ert A. Friend, president of the Nordberg Manu-
facturing company of Milwaukee which built 
engines for AV1 cargo ships. Their wives accom-
panied them.

    “The thousands of men and women who have 
participated in this gigantic program should feel

proud they have contributed such a vital and 
outstanding effort towards bringing about the 
victorious conclusion to the European war and 
the inevitable victory over Japan,” Admiral 
Vickery said at a luncheon given at the Swobo-

da hotel.

    The admiral showed great interest in progress 
made on the 17th and last of the AV1 cargo 
ships being built at Smith‘s under Maritime com-
mission contract, the Coastal Liberator. This ship 
is the first of its type and size to be equipped 
with Bowes electric drive, and its performance 
will be of interest to marine men all over the 
world.


Will Change “Port Light” to Bi-weekly 
   Published weekly since November 24, 1942. 
The Port Light will become a bi-weekly publica-
tion in August. The last weekly edition is to be 
published July 31 and the first bi-weekly issue 
will appear sometime in the latter part of August.

   There will be more pictures and articles des-
cribing the activities of the Leathem D. Smith 
Shipbuilding company of interest to marine men 
all over the country. It will be a four page paper, 
instead of the eight to 16 page publication it has 
been.

    Decreases in the number of employees, the 
shift from emphasis on war work to postwar 
commercial contracting, and decisions by all 
staff members to accept more permanent 
opportunities have contributed to the revamp-

ing of the paper.
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   Launch Last 2 Ships August 5 
  Launching of the Coastal Liberator, 
17th and last of a fleet of 338-foot cargo 
ships built for the U. S. Maritime com-
mission, and the YW 132, 10th and last 
of the Navy water tankers ordered from 
the Smith shipyard, is scheduled for

Sunday afternoon, August 5. When they 
leave for service in the Pacific, the 
company will have completed all 93 
vessels ordered to date for fighting, 
cargo, and auxiliary duty in World War

II. The ceremony will start at 4:00 p.m.

    Delivery of the sixteenth AV1 cargo 
ship, the Wexford, last Thursday left the 
fitting out berth on the Maritime yard 
clear of ships for the first time since the

present contract was started. She was 
launched June 24 and give the name of a 
county in lower Michigan.

    Until now there was always at least one 
sister ship still here on the day one of the 
cargo ships was launched. The first 16 were 
given names of counties, and the seven-
teenth is in a “Coastal” series, these later 
ships to be operated under the War Shipping 
Administration rather than the Navy. The

names of sailors' knots were assigned to 
many ships of the same design built at other 
yards.

   The first of the AV1 ships from the Smith 
yard, the Poinsett, was launched on National 
Maritime Day May 22, 1944. The YW 123,

first of the tankers, went in March 3, 1945. 
When the ceremonies are over Sunday, the 
yard will have launched 10 cargo ships and 
10 tankers since January 1. 

    Deliveries have kept pace with launchings. 
Allowing for the subsequent cancellation of 
orders for three AV1’s, the yard had 27 ships

to finish at the start of this year,  Only five 
remain, one AV1 and four tankers.

   Ships delivered since January 1, include 11 
AV1’s, six tankers, three net tenders, a gun-
boat, and a PC, a total of 22. Only seven

of the vessels had been launched before that 
date. Latest of the tankers to be completed 
was the YW 128 which had her trials last 
week.


   The Smith yard delivered four tugs in 1941, 
and in 1942 sent out 10 vessels—258-foot 
coastal cargo ships and PCs. The 1943 total 
was 27, the fleet for that year including more 
coastal cargo ships, PC’s, and the first of the 
frigates. Last year only 25 were delivered, 
among them the remainder of the frigates. 
more PC's, gunboats, and the first five of the 
AV1’s.  More work was done than in the 
preceding year, however, the tonnage be-

ing greater.


THIS IS THE VIEW from the north window of Supt. 
C. R. Christianson‘s office; oldest building in the 
yard, it is the home of Machine Shop No. 1.

MORE EMPLOYEES pass this spot during 
the day than any other point in the yard, 
but not one was in sight when this photo 
was taken.
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In Vol. III, Number 36, July 24, the Port Light 
announced that the July 31 issue would be 
its last weekly newspaper, cutting down for 
various reasons.  It would start up with a bi-
weekly later in August which in fact ended 
up being this issue dated September 1. 

Four Star “E” Flag 
has been proudly 
flying at the Smith 
yard and as a head-
er for the Port Light 
since receiving the 
award back in May.


Thousands Gather to See 
Last Two Ships Launched 

     Thousands of persons from vantage 
points in and surrounding the shipyard, wit-

nessed the double launching of the C1-M-
AV1 cargo ship Coastal Liberator and the 
naval water tanker YW 132 which were sent 
down the ways on the afternoon of August 
5, bringing to a close a series of 93 war time 
ship launchings here at the Leathem D. 
Smith Shipbuilding company yards.

   The vessels were the 92nd and the 93rd of 
the yards war program which has 
contributed so greatly to the fame and 
prosperity enjoyed by this community since 
1941.

   Known during the lean years of ship con-
struction during the 1920’s as the “graveyard 
of the Great Lakes,” Sturgeon Bay has en-
joyed a boom it will never forget. With a nor-
mal population of about 5,000, this com-
munity experienced a sudden influx of peo-
ple employed by the city’s four shipyards, 
which swelled its populace to more than 
12,000 during the peak of the ship-building 
program.

   The dual launching events were purposely 
held late in the afternoon and on a Sunday 
to afford local townsfolk, tourists and work-


ers in the cherry orchards an opportunity to

to see the events.

   The crowd which began to gather early in 
the afternoon despite a heavy drizzle and 
strong winds, climbed trees, jammed the 
local depot platform and grounds surround-
ing the yard to watch the events. Others 
swarmed to the huge coal dock opposite the 
Maritime slip, a perfect vantage point from 
which to view the launching of the Coastal 
Liberator, first of the two. Several pleasure 
craft hovered nearby in the bay carrying 
hundreds of spectators.

    Inside the yard, Smith guards roped off 
sections around the vessels for spectators 
who wanted a closer view of the launchings. 
Despite warnings of wet feet if they ventured 
too close, several persons were drenched 
knee-high by the backwash of the ships as 
they entered the water.


New Venture to Stimulate Interest 
in Yachting Here   

    To stimulate further interest and activity in 
boating and yachting in and around Stur-
geon Bay, the Leathem D. Smith Shipbuild-
ing company has announced it has obtained 
an option on 80 acres of land having about 
4,000 feet of shore frontage along the north-
east side of Sturgeon Bay to be subdivided 
into lots for sale to yachting and boating 
enthusiasts. The development, known as 
Snug Harbor, includes the picturesque 
Lucerne Lodge and 9-hole golf course 
(owned by Egg Harbor's John Bertschinger).  

Volume 3     Number 38                 Leathem D. Smith Co.

Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin, Tuesday, September 01, 1945

Page 39



      An excellent view of the

Leathem D. Smith Shipbuilding 
company yards is shown in the 
upper photo taken from a Smith-
built vessel returning from her 
trials recently. At the left is the 
Navy outfitting dock at its peak 
of activity last July. Vessels are 
YW tankers, last of which is 
ready to be delivered in the near 
future. This pier has been the 
scene of outfitting of over 55 of 
t h e 9 3 s h i p s s i n c e t h e 
shipbuilding program was started 
in 1940. Ships outfitted here 
include PC submarine chasers, 
PGM gun boats, AN net tenders, 
YW tankers and small tugs. The 
ships, with the exception of the 
four tugs which were built for the 
U. S. Army Engineers, were 
constructed for the Navy.

Smith Shipyard Looking to Peacetime Labor

Five-Day Week, Effective Monday, Sep-

tember 21, employees of the Leathem D. 
Smith Shipbuilding company will begin 
working a five-day, 40-hour week. All

departments will be affected, Leathem D.

Smith, president, said today in making the 
announcement. The 40 hours will be 
worked  eight hours per day from Monday 
through Friday of each week.
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    Smith Yard Given Clearance on 
    Contract Negotiations by Navy 
   Excess profits negotiations on all con-
tracts held with the Maritime Commission 
and the Navy from the beginning of the

war program through December 31, 1944, 
have been completed and the Smith ship-
yard given favorable clearance by the Navy

Price Adjustment Board, the Smith firm has 
announced.

    Under the renegotiation of war contracts 
act of 1943, the term “excessive profits” is 
defined as meaning “the portion of the pro-
fits derived from contracts with govern-
ment departments and sub-contracts 
which is determined in accordance with this 
section to be excessive.

    Maritime Commission contracts 
renegotiated include the nine N3-S-A1 
coastal vessels built for Great Britain under 
the lend-lease act, and the eight modern 
frigate war-ships. Navy contracts include the 
38 PC submarine chasers, four PGM 
gunboats, and three AN net tenders.


Merit Certificates Awarded to 11 
Smith Workers 

    Eleven employees of the Smith shipyard 
were given Certificates of Merit last month 
by the Maritime Commission in the final 
awarding of these citations before the Com-

mission abolished the policy September 30. 
The awards were made for the employees 
constructive suggestions on how to save 
time and materials and speed the construc- 
tion of ships.

   Jacob J. Blahnik, Algoma

   Virgil May, Sawyer

   Martin Wochinski, Sturgeon Bay

   Harvey Haen, Egg Harbor

   Toivo Jokippii, Ironwood, Mich.

   Harry C. Lau, Sturgeon Bay

   William Pollar, Iron Mountain, Michigan

   Vernon Freiburger, Antigo

   Henry Schoenborn, Algoma

   Clifford Tice, Sturgeon Bay

   Walter Austin, Sturgeon Bay

    


In a letter from President Leathem D. Smith, 
sent with each certificate. Smith said:

    “The company and its management are 
proud to have this recognition of the pract-
ical interest taken by you in making con-
structive suggestions to further our joint

effort. We feel that, in a large measure, it is 
this spirit of American industry that has 
brought the war to a successful conclusion.”


Yard Will Repair Three Lakes 
Freighters 

   To date, negotiations have been completed 
on contracts calling for repair and new instal-
lation work on three ships of the Great Lakes 
fleet, which the Leathem D. Smith Shipbuild-
ing company estimates will require the em-
ployment of between 300 and 400 workers, 
Leathem D. Smith has announced. The firm 
is bidding several other repair contracts, in 
addition to new ship construction work of all 
types, he added.

   The vessels are expected to arrive at the 
Smith shipyard about December 1, at the 
close of the navigation season on the lakes,

and be ready to leave again by April 1, next 
spring,

The first shipment of Safeway containers for 
Agwilines Steamship company, New York, left 
the Smith shipyard September 15. Included in 
the shipment were five containers of rigid con-
struction, 20 of collapsible construction, and 
two of the patented lifting lock hoists. How-

ard Hunt, plate shop superintendent, was sent 
to New York to supervise the assembly of the

new units.
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      Relates Story of Three Smith 
     Tankers on 6,500-Mile Voyage 
    Details of a rough, 6,500-mile voyage of 
three Smith-built YW water tankers was 
related recently in a confidential report

to Commander E. A. Anderson, former 
assistant supervisor of naval shipbuilding 
here. The report, filed by C. O. Williamson, 
commanding officer aboard the YW 124, 
told how the vessel was never commis-

sioned, but was placed directly in service 
retroactive to June 12, the day it was 
turned over to the Navy by the Smith

shipyard. Much of the report cannot be 
disclosed.

   “In convoy with the YW 123, YW 125 and 
two other ships, this vessel left New Or-
leans for Panama,” Williamson wrote. “The 
1,500-mile trip to Panama took eight days 
and found an average speed of about 7.5 
knots. Heavy swells came in on the beam 
continuously. Being heavily loaded with six

cargo tanks filled, also all peak and ballast 
tanks, our main deck was awash sometime 
to the catwalk.”

    Fuel consumption for the 1,500-mile trip, 
according to Williamson, was noted to be 
about 25 gallons per hour and lube oil con-
sumption to be about 12 gallons per day.

    The convoy of five ships was sent di-

rectly to Pearl Harbor enroute to the Philip-
pines,” Williamson continued. “On this 
4,700-mile voyage we encountered an eight 
day storm off Mexico which added to our

troubles.”

   The report described how the steering 
motor heated up because of over use 
during the storm. A 12-inch electric fan was 
kept blowing on the motor to keep the

temperature down. Also during the storm, 
Williamson related, the air became so 
saturated with salt water that the electric 
control box grounded out and stuck many

times.

   The YW 124’s only serious trouble came 
to injectors on the main engine, and on 
spray tips on the generators, due to water  


in the fuel. It took the crew two days to find 
a flow of water in the day tank which came 
from a fuel oil vent over the starboard 
ladder.

   “For those who come after us,” William-
son continued, “these vessels are most 
seaworthy and comfortable. The greatest 
roll noted was 35 degrees in heavy seas; 
the average usually not over 15 degrees.”

   “As a whole, we are satisfied with the 
performance of your work at the Smith 
shipyard. You did a fine job.”


Propose State Ports to Store 
Navy Ships   

   The Wisconsin legislature in a recent 
resolution advised congress and the Navy 
Department to investigate the advantages 
of wintering naval craft at Marinette, Stur-

geon Bay, and other Wisconsin ports on 
Lake Michigan.

   The resolution pointed out that the Navy 
has made known its intentions to winter a 
large number of craft of small types at ports 
on Lake Michigan.


The Coastal Liberator nears completion at 
the Smith yard. Keen interest is expressed

throughout marine circles in the vessel be-
cause it is equipped with a Bowes electri-
cal drive.The ship is slated to undergo her 
trials in the near future.
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  Liberator's First Trials Successful 
    The C1-M-AV1 coastal cargo vessel, 
Coastal Liberator, which has held the close 
attention of the nation’s marine and shipping

circles since it was first announced that the 
ship would be equipped with a Bowes 
electric drive, first of its kind to be used on 
any ship, completed the first of her two trials 
with great success on October 19.

    The vessel performed to the satisfaction 
of the Maritime Commission for whom the 
vessel was built, and representatives of the 
Elliot company, Ridgwa, Pennsylvania, 
manufacturers of the Bowes unit, expressed 
their approval of the unit’s performance

during its initial operation.   

   The ability of the Bowes drive will be more 
thoroughly demonstrated during the two-
day standardization trials of the Liberator.

The unit will be put through the most severe 
tests on this trip and the performance of the 
drive and the vessel in which it is installed

will be watched with keen interest.

   It is the final results of this standardization 
trial and a comparison of data obtained 
between this series of tests and the stand-
ardization trials of the sister ship, Pontotoc, 
which the Smith yard conducted just a year 
ago to set the pace for some 239 of the AY1

ships being built, for which the marine and 
shipping industries are anxiously awaiting.

   The vessel began her trip at 6 a.m. when 
she left the Smith pier  headed through the

canal into Lake Michigan. Tests began when 
the ship was an hour out on the lake. The 
radio directional finder was first calibrated.

Then from 7am until 9:30am tests con-
ducted included emergency steering with 
shaft turning at 70 r.p.m and main engine 
turning at 140 r.p.m This differential in 
speeds between the propeller and main 
engine is obtained by the Bowes unit which 
makes it possible to establish speeds at

which each can operate most efficiently.

    Other tests were the anchor windlass and 
hull vibration; emergency stop astern with 
shaft turning at 120 r.p.m. and main engine 
revolving at 240 r.p.m ahead, to the 

same 

speeds astern; stern operating with shaft 
turning at 120 r.p.m. and engine at 240 
r.p.m.; emergency stop ahead, reversing the 
engine and shaft, each turning at 240 and 
120 r.p.m.‘s respectively, from ahead to 
stern.

   During the next six hours the vessel under-
went its endurance run with the main engine 
turning at 240 rpm. and the shaft at 120 
r.p.m. Then, for 45 minutes it was demon-
strated how the ship could perform while 
turning circles.  For the next hour the main 
engine was given its overload test, turning 
over at 280 r.p.m. and the shaft at 140 r.p.m. 
The Coastal Liberator returned to the yard at 
8:45 pm, after her successful trip which took 
her completely around the Door peninsula.


Three Smith Ships Assigned  
New Names 

  Originally scheduled for the Navy Depart-
ment and launched under Navy names, the 
ships are now to be operated under the War

Shipping Administration with name changes:  
the Sebastian - is now the Coastal Highflyer; 
the Somerset - is now the Coastal Sentry; 
and the Tarrant - is now the Coastal 

After completing her first trials successfully, 
the Coastal Liberator heads her bow toward

the Smith yard through the local drawbridge.
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Bowes Praises Smith Shipyard 
On Liberator 

   The Coastal Liberator was by far the most 
thoroughly completed vessel of its type ever 
seen by Thomas D. Bowes, inventor of the

Bowes unit installed in the ship, the designer 
wrote in a letter to Leathem D. Smith.

   “This is the first opportunity I’ve had to 
write and tell you how much I appreciated 
the kindnesses and courtesies extended to 
me by you and Mrs. Smith,” Bowes wrote.

   “I also want to tell you what a very fine job I 
think you did on the Coastal Liberator. She is 
by far the best job I have seen completed on 
this type of ship. The plating was fair, and the 
welding excellent. The piping and wiring

certainly were fine jobs.

   “Of the hundreds of trial trips I have been 
on, I enjoyed this one more than any to date. 
You certainly have a good crew to conduct 
trials. The steward’s department was 
excellent in every way the Waldorf in New 
York could do no better!”


Await Official Results on 
Liberator's Last Trials 

    Standardization trials on the C1-M-AV1 
coastal cargo vessel Coastal Liberator, which 
were conducted October 23 and 24, were


hailed as “highly successful" by officials 
aboard the ship during her two-day voyage 
on Lake Michigan and Green Bay.

   Complete statistics and comparisons 

between the performance of the Liberator, 
equipped with the first Bowes electric drive 
ever to be installed in a ship, and a sister 
ship, the USS Pontotoc, built by the Smith 
yards a year ago, are at present incomplete, 
but according to Thomas D. Bowes, inventor

of the new type drive, and others aboard the 
vessel, the Bowes unit and the vessel itself 
performed according to all expectations and 
all parties were “greatly pleased,” and said 
the unit proved itself under the most grueling 
tests.

   Commenting on the results of trials, Thom-
as D. Bowes, inventor of the Bowes electric 
drive, said the unit “did everything I thought

it would—and more." He was highly satisfied 
with the performance of the unit and the 
Liberator in which it was installed.


Yard Announces More Post-War 
Work 

    Contracts calling for the construction of 
large quantities of all-welded shovel booms 
and other large pieces of equipment, which 
will keep the entire Navy yard facilities fully 
occupied throughout next year, have been 
announced by the Leathem D. Smith Ship-
building company.

   On a recent visit to the yard, E.C. Breckel-
baum, of the Harnischfeger Corp. assured 
the Smith company his firm alone will be able 
to keep the entire Navy yard facilities occu-
pied throughout 1946. The yard estimates it 
will employ 400-500 workers.


Artist‘s sketch of a typical self-unloading collier equipped with the Smith-designed 
unloading device now being submitted by the yard to various shipping lines.
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      Puerto Ricans Laud Safeway 
       Package Freight Containers 
    Smith Safeway containers were hailed as 
an innovation for shippers of valuable mer-
chandise because they completely put a stop

to pilfering and robbery, according to El Im-
parcial, Puerto Ricans newspaper which de-
voted its entire front page to pictures of the

Smith containers as they were unloaded at 
Puerto Rico from the S.S. Cape Romain of the 
New York & Porto Rico Line, on November 2.


Snug Harbor Purchase 
   Purchase of Snug Harbor, comprising 80 
acres of land with 5,000 feet of shore frontage 
along the northeast side of Sturgeon Bay, has 
been announced by the Leathem D. Smith 
Shipbuilding company. The property also in-
cludes the famous Lodge Lucerne and the 
lodge’s nine-hole golf course. The Smith com-
pany obtained an option on the tract last Aug-
ust, at which time the firm announced it was 
considering the project as a means of stimu-
lating and promoting additional interest and 
activity in boating and yachting in and around 
Sturgeon Bay. The property is being sub-
divided into building lots for sale to yachting 
and boating enthusiasts.

   Up to the present time, the announcement 
said, about 700 feet of the shore frontage has 
been sold to prospective home builders, and 
great interest has been expressed by many 
others because of its ideal location as a haven 
within easy reach of the finest cruising 
grounds of the Great Lakes. Snug Harbor also 
is situated so it affords shelter from the sea 
and moving ice, it was pointed out.

    The firm also said the lodge has been leas-
ed to William J. Paul, former operator of the 
Nightingale, popular eating house near Stur-
geon Bay which gained national fame for its 
fine foods. Paul will again feature his famous

meals in the lodge. The lodge will have ac-
commodations for about 100 persons. The 
beautiful golf course, which overlooks the bay,

will be operated as it has been the past few 
years by the Sturgeon Bay Golf Club.

    


Snug Harbor First Started by Smith 
in 1922 

   Development of Snug Harbor was first be-
gun by Leathem D. Smith in 1922, when he 
purchased the land and built what was then

called the Country Club hotel and the first golf 
course in Door county. It operated under this 
name until about 1930 when it was decided to 
expand with enlarging the golf course and be-
gin the Snug Harbor homes development.

   When the depression struck, operations 
ceased and the property was disposed of. 
(note - John Bertschinger, of Egg Harbor’s 
Alpine Resort purchased it and named it the 
Lucerne)  During the years it was in operation, 
the Country Club was patronized by yachts-
men from all over the Great Lakes. Activities 
also included sailing races and power boat 
cruises from Chicago which terminated at that

site.

   “I have always believed in the possibilities of 
development of Snug Harbor as an ideal 
building location for yachtsmen, and the time 
now seems opportune to complete this pro-
ject,” Smith said. “The development of Snug 
Harbor will make Sturgeon Bay the ‘yacht-

ing capital’ of this area.”


Snug Harbor Lodge Named 
Leathem Smith 

    In announcing the purchase of Snug Har-
bor, the Leathem D. Smith Shipbuilding com-
pany stated that because of its president’s

popularity among yachting circles on the 
Great Lakes and because he is so well-known 
throughout the northeast, the new develop-
ment will be named Leathem Smith Lodge, 
and Snug Harbor Homes.

    “In naming this development in honor of 
Leathem D. Smith, we pay tribute to a man 
who has contributed greatly to the welfare,

fame and prosperity of Sturgeon Bay,” the 
announcement read.


Suzanne and 
Patricia Smith in 
their "Pat-Sue”
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Safeway Units Show 
Continued Success 

   Time required to unload Smith Safeway 
containers from a New York and Porto Rico 
Steamship company cargo vessel was 
lowered considerably on the recent dis-
charge of its containers at New York when 
12 of the Smith-built units, containing about 
38 tons of various merchandise, were 
unloaded in 45 minutes.

Six of the containers were filled with 
express, four with rum, one with pineapple 
paste, and one with cigars. Witnessing the 
unloading were representatives of eastern 
steamship lines and rum distributors who 
were all very much impressed, according to 
Rollin Elwell, Smith company representative 
at New York.

   The six containers filled with express mat-
ter occupied 1,200 cubic feet and weighed 
25,967 pounds. The four containers load-

ed with rum, contained a total of 913 cases 
and occupied 1,115 cubic feet and weighed 
31,392 pounds. Fifty cases of cigars were

loaded into one container which took 208 
cubic feet and weighed 10,190 pounds, and 
one container loaded with 240 cases of 
pineapple parfaits occupied 260 cubic feet 
and weighed 10,290 pounds. All weights are 

gross, including containers.

    Success of the Safeway 
containers continues to grow. 
According to James W. Balano, 
terminal superintendent of the 
N e w Yo r k a n d P o r t o R i c o 
Steamship company at Puerto 
Rico, one Puerto Rican merchant 
publicly told a luncheon gathering 
that a container shipment of 
perfume, valued at $16,000, which 
arrived on  the SS Chalmers, was 
the first intact shipment of 
perfume he had received in 15  	
years.   	 	 	    	         
“Other shippers are continuing 	

their interest and we could fill 50 	
containers on the next ship," Balano 	   
wrote. “Aside from the 50 we could 	 	   
fill upon specified request of shippers, 
we estimated we could fill at 	 l e a s t 
another 100 w i th rum, candy, 
pineapple paste, cigars, dry goods, 
whiskey and special mail.”

Photos show the Smith Safeway 
containers being loaded from a flat car.
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Work Started Here on Four 
 Lakes Carriers 

   Safely berthed in their designated positions in the 
Smith shipyard slips, the four Great Lakes carriers: 
Shenango, Willis L. King, Presque Isle and Sullivan 
Brothers, are undergoing initial steps preparatory to 
being reconditioned here this winter.  Ice, which has 
been forming in the bay during the past few days, is 
further securing the huge vessels in position.  

  The Shenango is the largest at 480 feet.
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In contrast to another aerial photo of the Leathem D. Smith Shipbuilding company taken in 
l943 which showed 303-foot modern frigate warships and trim l72-foot PC submarine 
chasers, so vitally needed at that time by the Navy. This view of the Smith yard heralds the 
return of the yard to peacetime efforts. Pictured are four lake freighters undergoing winter 
layover and repairs: the Shenango, Willis L. King, Presque Isle and Sullivan Brothers,  The 
Shenango being the longest at 480 feet.

Smith Shipyard Resumes Peacetime Labor

It’s here that the Door County Library’s website 
covering the “Port Light” appropriately ends, as 
does this story. WWII was over and the Leathem 
D. Smith’s Shipbuilding company’s contribution 
to the “Emergency Defense Production Act” was 
fulfilled.
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The December 31, 1945, Volume 3 Number 46 issue of the ‘Port Light’ was the last  account 
of Leathem D. Smith Shipbuilding during World War II found in the files of the Door County 
Library’s archives.  However, the June 28, 1946 Door County Advocate headlined the real 
end to the Leathem D. Smith story.  It was ten months since the WWII had ended and the 
shipyard was now into post war production and the Advocate's headlines read.......................


L. D. Smith, Three Others Drown 
Yacht Founders in Bad Squall 

Sunday 
Patty Smith Swims Six Hours to Shore at 

Hood Cottage 
     Caught in a squall of hurricane proportions 
Sunday about five miles off the mouth of 
Sturgeon Bay while returning from Menomi-
nee in his 38-ft. sloop, Half Moon, Leathern 
D. Smith, 59, president and general mana-
ger of the Smith Shipbuilding Co., and three 
others were drowned Sunday evening about 
7 o'clock.

    The others were Elton A. Washburn, 44, 
head of the production control department 
of the Smith yard; Howard Hunt,  29, former 
plate shop superintendent and later in 
charge of cargo container production, and 
Mary Loomis, 19, Winnetka, Ill., daughter of 
John Loomis, president 'of the Illinois Secur-
ities Co. of Chicago. 

    Through a miraculous feat of endurance, 
a fifth member of the party, Patricia Smith, 
19, daughter of Mr. Smith, is the only survi-
vor after a 6-hour swim to  shore, a distance 
of over five miles, to the cottage of Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Hood who live north of Little 
Harbor.  (Half way between Sturgeon Bay 
and Egg Harbor)

    The yacht was returning here after having 
competed jn the weekend M & M Yacht club 
race to this city and back and was the last 
to leave, starting out about 5:30 p.m.


Patricia Tells Story 
   Suffering from extreme exposure and bad-
ly bruised from her climb onto the rocky 
shore, Patty, as she is familiarly called, by 
her friends, gradually revealed details of the 
tragedy to interviews at the Hood home and 
later at the Door County  Memorial Hospital 
where she is now recovering.

    According to her story,  she and Mary 
who was her roommate at Pine Manor Col-
lege at Wellesley, Mass., were in the small 
cabin resting when the squall struck and 

rushed out into the cockpit. Her first thought 
was to loosen the jib but it was torn to 

shreds before she could untie the rope, she 
said. The yacht, exercising caution, because 
of the threatening weather had been using 
its engine rather than its mainsail. 

  The breakers were sweeping right over the 
boat, she said and it was impossible to head 
up. The cockpit quickly filled, and life-pre-
servers kept there were swept away except 
for one which Patty said Hunt retrieved after 
the boat had capsized and the occupants

were momentarily clinging to the spar for 
support before the yacht completely filled 
and sank.


Tells Girls to Go 
    Patty credited her father with a noble act 
when she cited that he wrapped the lone life 
preserver around Mary and told the girls to

try and make shore.

     ”Dad, winked at me, and said, “Patty, 
take care of mother,'" Patty related.

    Patty and Mary started for shore, the 
former, a strong swimmer, aiding her less 
athletic friend. When they were seemingly 
less than a mile from shore, Mary, exhausted 
and hysterical, refused to go any further, 
pushed the life preserver away and dis-
appeared. Patty, partially clung to the 
preserver and swam the balance of the dis-

tance to lights she saw in a cottage.

   It was just by chance that the Hoods had 
come home late from a visit at Frank Nel-
son’s nearby and heard Patty shout for help 
as she fell limp on the terrace.  Mr. Hood

rushed out with a flashlight and carried the 
half conscious girl inside. 

   Although the Half Moon, a former James 
Roosevelt yacht, had weathered many an 
ocean and Great Lakes storm, apprehen-
sion for its safety was felt by Mrs. Smith and 
friends waiting at Smith lodge.

     This city did not feel the worst of the 
storm, but the wind was strong enough to 
break small tree limbs. Finally about 11:30 
the Canal Coast Guard Station was notified,
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and by midnight, Chief Motor Machinist 
Mate, Clarence Chaudoir and Art Wall, BM 
1/ c, set out in a life boat.

     Chaudoir said he covered the bay as far 
as Green Island, sweeping the waters with 
his powerful searchlight, and at 4 a.m. 
picked up the first of three life preservers 
near Monument point. Turning against the 
wind, he located the second, and then 
picked up the third about 2,000 yards 
farther.

    Certain then that the yacht had gone 
down, Chaudoir continued westward to the 
vicinity of a fishing buoy which later was 
identified, by Patty as close to the site of

tragedy. 

    Chaudoir did not learn about Patty until 
private boats from town, informed of the 
accident after Mr. Hood phoned the police 
station for help, joined in the search and 
relayed the word. Lightning had prevented 
the life boat's radio reception.


   Tugs Join in Search

    In the meantime, the Sherwood Point 
Lighthouse boat was dispatched by 
Seward Smith, chief warrant officer in 
charge of the Canal Coast Guard district, 
and airplanes from Menominee, Escanaba 
and this city were enlisted.

    Those from here who piloted planes over 
the area at dawn were Frank Ullsperger, 
Dan O’Hern, George Meredith and Karl 

Reynolds, the latter using the plane of Dr. 
Dorchester who had been called to take 
care of Patty.

    Nothing was sited from the air, however, 
and boats patrolling the area picked up no 
signs of debris except Ralph Osman’s 
cruiser, Jolly Beggar, which found some

paper about noon Monday.


Special Drags Made 
    Dragging operations were begun at once 
in an effort to find the yacht, and on Wed-
nesday, the craft was definitely located and

hatch cover was brought to the surface. 

    Small tugs furnished by the Sturgeon 
Bay Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Co. and the 
Roen Steamship Co. were used in the 
heavy dragging and teams of yachts were

sweeping the muddy bottom with other 
grappling equipment. An effort was being 
made Thursday morning to tear away the 
rigging of the yacht so that it would not en-
tangle the divers planning to go down to 
inspect the wreckage.

     Principal concern is for recovery of the 
bodies. It is doubted that an effort will be


made to raise the yacht.

 Just Missed Going 

    Discussion of the tragedy brought to 
light a number of details, among them the 
fact that two local men barely missed be-
ing on the Half Moon.

     John Walker, a close friend of Mr. Smith, 
frequently sails in races with the Half 
Moon, but he turned down invitation last 
weekend, saying someone else should be 
given the chance. 

   The other who didn't make the trip was 
Don Frederickson, nephew of Mrs. Smith, 
who overslept Sunday when the yachts left 
here for Menominee.

———————————————————

Smith, County’s Most Outstanding    

        Industrialist 
    In the death of Leathem D. Smith Sun-
day night when his yacht foundered in a 
Green Bay squall of hurricane force, Door

County lost the most prominent industrial-

ist of its history and a most ardent support-
er of its progress along many lines. 

   Mr. Smith was born in Sturgeon Bay 
September 7, 1886, one of seven children. 
At the time of his birth his father, Thomas 
Smith, and the elder Smith’s partner, John 
Leathern, were engaged in lumbering and 
other businesses.

    His primary education was secured here 
and  he graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin in 1909 as a civil engineer. 
Being raised in a marine atmosphere 
during his early youth, he naturally leaned 
towards ships and ship construction. Upon 
graduation from the university, he became 
a partner in the firm of Leathern and Smith 
and later became sole owner, changing the 
firm’s name to its present title. 

     He was actively engaged in a shipbuild-
ing program during World War I when his 
yard constructed a fleet of wooden sea 
going tugs. During the 1920's when most 
of the nation's shipyards were idle because 
of the slump in construction, he invented 
and  installed self-unloading devices in 
large lake freighters in addition to conduct-
ing a crushed stone business at the quarry 
later sold to Ohio interests.

    The late war has seen Mr. Smith become 
one of the state's out standing business 
man. The firm which bears his name had a 
spectacular growth from some 300 em-
ployees in 1941 to over 5,000.  At his yard,
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commended by both the maritime com-
mission and the navy department for its 
achievement, six different types of ships 
were built by the firm, making it internation-
ally known for its ship construction. Four 
distinctly different types of ships were 
under construction simultaneously in 1944.

   The yard has built PC type submarine 
chasers, ocean going tugs, costal cargo 
vessels, modern frigates, net tenders and 
larger 4,000 ton freighters totaling 96 in all.


Man of Vision 
    A man of vision, Mr. Smith had the cour-
age to plunge into enterprises in which 
others feared to venture, and what he 
undertook, he did in a big way.

   Purchase of the former Door County 
Country Club was just such an undertaking 
as this back in the twenties. Successful in 
shipbuilding here, he saw the need in this

community for a good golf course and a 
resort catering to yachtsmen, and he spent 
huge sums to improve the property, only to 
get caught after the crash and lose every-
thing he had invested there.

    But what Mr. Smith lost was in a great 
measure, the community’s gain, for the 
improvements he made continued in use in 
other hands until in 1945,  he again bought 
the property, determined to carry out, not 
only his original plans, but to enlarge upon 
them by the creation of a large number of 
acres of new shore lots under the name of 
Snug Harbor. The hotel is now being 
operated by William Paul, and Mr. Smith 
had nearly completed a huge yacht pier 
there at the time of his death. Dredging of 
the Snug Harbor frontage is almost done, 
leaving the balance of the leveling, 
completion of the road circling the outer 
rim of the golf course, and landscaping.

     Although not himself active in winter 
sports, he took the lead in giving large fin-
ancial support to the development of the 
center at Potawatomi State Park and just

last week pledged continued support of his 
company.  

    His company also led all others in the 
county in financial support of such worthy 
undertakings as the Red Cross and War 
Chest drives.


Had Post War Plans 
    When war work ended, Mr. Smith might 
have been content to take life easy, but he 
was not that kind.  He tirelessly set to plan-


ing post war work for his yard.  Mr. Smith

designed what is known in  the shipping 
trade as the Safeway container. The pro-
duct is now in use in the Atlantic coastal

and West Indies trade, meeting with much 
success.

     Due to his prominence in the field of 
engineering, Mr. Smith was often sought as 
a speaker before Great Lakes and national

marine meetings. He was particularly out-
spoken as a supporter of the Great Lakes-
St. Lawrence waterway.


Immediate Family 
Surviving Mr. Smith are his wife, the form-
er  Alva Frederickson, to whom he was 
married in 1926; two daughters, Patricia, 
19,  only survivor of Sunday's tragedy,

and Suzanne, 17, who just graduated from 
Sturgeon Bay High School; four married 

sisters, Maude, Tess, Winifred, and 
Marietta and one brother, Sidney.

———————————————————


Body Recovered 
   Yachts owned by Vic Foshion and Dr. A. 
A. Martin brought to the surface the body 
of Elton Washburn about 8:30 a.m. Thurs-
day at the scene of the Half Moon sinking 
while assisting in dragging operations.

   The body was brought to the Stoneman 
funeral home after being taken ashore at 
the stone quarry by the tug of the Stur- 
geon, Bay Shipbuilding and Dry  Dock Co.

   Earlier two yachts of George Baudhuin, 
piloted by Charles Krause and Norman 
Stegmann, picked up a sweater and a 
slicker at the scene.

   Dragging also resulted in bringing up the 
glasses of Leathern Smith when his body 
was apparently contacted by grappling

equipment but slipped away, according to 
D. W. Reynolds who returned from the 
scene early Thursday afternoon.

   Dragging continued late Thursday and 
will be resumed Friday morning. Capt. 
John Roen, who was on business in Detroit 
at the time of the tragedy, rushed home

Monday by plane to assist in the search.


Bodies of Smith and Hunt Recovered 
     With the body, of Leathern D. Smith re-
covered Friday afternoon at 2:05 and that 
of Howard Hunt on Sunday morning about  
9:30, searching parties by  boat, plane, and 
on foot are continuing their efforts to clear 
up last week Sunday's Half Moon yacht 
sinking tragedy by finding the body of
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Picturesque and unforgettable sights 
of sailing craft are among the 
beauties to be enjoyed in and around 
Sturgeon Bay. Shown silhouetted in 
the photo is Leathem D. Smith’s “Half 
Moon,” once owned by James 
Roosevelt, son of the late President.   
Leathem enjoyed many a happy 
cruise on the trim little craft.


Mary Loomis, 19 year old daughter of Mr. 
and John Loomis, Winnetka, Ill.

    Max Johnson’s and Harry Lau’s boats 
brought up the body of Mr. Smlth about 
100 yards from the Half Moon, and Vic 
Foshion’s boat and one of George 
Baudhuin's, piloted by Norman Steg-
mann, brought up Mr. Hunt’s.

Last Yacht Victim’s Body is Recovered 
  The last body of four persons who lost 
their lives when the sloop Half Moon 
sank in Green Bay five mlles from Sher-
wood Point Sunday night, June 23, was 
recovered Saturday afternoon about 3:30 
after having been sighted by Ellis Peter-

son, Green Bay, who was fly casting from 
the beach near his cottage that is located 
about a mile and one-half north of the 
Horseshoe Bay dock. It was that of Mary 

Loomis,


Movies Taken 
    The Movietone took sound pictures 
Wednesday of the rocky shore where 
Patty Smith reached safety after a 6-hour 
swim and also filmed an interview with

her mother at the hospital. Patty's 
physician, Dr. Dorchester, said Thursday 
that she would be able to leave the 
hospital on Friday. She visited home 
briefly Thursday afternoon.


News Reel Here     
The Door Theatre, by special arrang- 
ement with the distributors, secured the 
Fox news reel interview with Patty, the 
lone survivor of the Half Moon, for a 
showing this week Wednesday, Thursday

and Friday.

   The picture shows Nurse Marion Writt 
wheeling Patty onto the Door County 
Memorial hospital lawn where she was 
met by her mother and sister Suzanne. 
The sketch opens by showing a yacht 
cruising at the scene of the tragic sink-
ing, displaying a hatch cover brought up 
by dragging. Ray Christionson, assistant 
general manager of the company, is 
among those on the deck of the yacht. 

   The caption of the reel erred in calling 

Patty's heroic swim 15 miles instead, of 
five, but otherwise is very well done. 


In Time Magazine 
Time Magazine Thursday mentioned 
Smith's death under its "Milestones" 
department, referring to him as “The 
Henry Kaiser of Great Lakes Ship-
building.”


So ended the Leathem D. Smith era in 
Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin.
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